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God and of man, and of their relations one to another.
To make this view explicit was no part of his care, yet
it could not but continually modify his acceptation and
expression of the current religious ideas of his people.
The "Our Father/' on his lips, meant something as
different from the " Our Father " of the Jewish liturgy
as he himself was different from those who ministered
that liturgy. Gradually the leavening of the traditional
theology by the leaven of his universal humanitarian
spirit bore him, in spite of himself, beyond all possible
limits of orthodox deference, and cost him his life
and the seeming failure of his cause.

In just the same way his spirit, so far as it has
been communicated to the Gentile religion, must of
necessity force the forms, conceptions, and institutions
of that religion ever more and more into conformity
with its own higher and truer implications ; the latent
theology of the latter contending with, modifying,
and slowly overcoming and absorbing the explicit
theology of the former. Thus as the parasite ends by
consuming its host, so the Christian leaven, received
into the bosom of paganism, tends to transform the
whole mass into its own nature. But how grievously
this tendency has been thwarted, the rampant
paganism of Catholic Christianity makes evident.

C

What happened with Christianity, in relation to the
religious systems with which it entered into combina-
tion, is what happens whenever a new principle or
idea is accepted by a well-furnished, vigorous and
fully-formed mind. For, if this principle is partially